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"In the Middle East, we share the goal of a lasting peace between lIsrael and its neighbors. Let me
be clear: The United States strongly supports the goal of two states, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. That is a goal shared by Palestinians, Israelis
and people of goodwill around the world. That is a goal that the parties agreed to in the road map

and at Annapolis. That is a goal that | will actively pursue as president of the United States.

We know the road ahead will be difficult. Both Israelis and Palestinians must take steps that are
necessary to build confidence and trust. Both Israelis and Palestinians, both must live up to the
commitments they have made. Both must overcome long-standing passions and the politics of the

moment to make progress towards a secure and lasting peace" (AP, Apr. 6, 2009).
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