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UNIFIL'S MANDATE RENEWED

The United Nations Security Council adopted resolution 2695 (2023) today, extending UNIFILs
peacekeeping mandate for another year. The new resolution reaffirms UNIFIL's mandate under resolution
1701 (2006) and subsequent resolutions.

The resolution reaffirms UNIFIL's authorization to conduct its operations independently while continuing to
coordinate with the Government of Lebanon, in respect for Lebanese sovereignty.

The ultimate goal under resolution 2695, as under resolution 1701, remains a permanent ceasefire and
long-term solution to the conflict.
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15.  Urges all parties to cooperate fully with the Head of Mission and UNIFIL in the
implementation of resolution 1701, as well as to ensure that the freedom of movement
of UNIFIL in all its operations and UNIFIL’s access to the Blue Line in all its parts is
fully respected and unimpeded, in conformity with its mandate and its rules of
engagement, including by avoiding any course of action which endangers United
Nations personnel, reaffirms that, pursuant to the Agreement on the Status of the

United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon (SOFA) between the Government of Lebanon
and the United Nations, UNIFIL does not require prior authorization or permission to
undertake its mandated tasks and that UNIFIL is authorized to conduct its operation
T T et L R S e T
Lebanen, while continuing to coordinate with the Government of Lebanon, as per the SOFA,
condemns in the strongest terms all attempts to deny access or restrict the freedom of
movement of UNIFIL’s personnel and all attacks on UNIFIL personnel and equipment as
well as acts of harassment and intimidation of UNIFIL personnel and disinformation
campaigns against UNIFIL: calls on the Government of Lebanon to facilitate UNIFIL’s
prompt and full access to sites requested by UNIFIL for the purpose of swift investigation,
including all locations of interest, all relevant locations north of the Blue Line related to the
discovery of tunnels crossing the Blue Line which UNIFIL reported as a violation of
resolution 1701 (2006), and unauthorized firing ranges in line with resolution 1701, while
respecting the Lebanese Sovereignty:
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16. Demands the parties cease any restrictions and hindrances to the
movement of UNIFIL personnel and guarantee the freedom of movement of UNIFIL,
including by allowing announced and unannounced patrols:
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Expressing concern at the continued Israeli presence in northern Ghajar and an
adjacent area north of the Blue Line, and wunderlining that the continuation of
construction works in the area run contrary to the necessary withdrawal of the Israel
Defense Forces,

Expressing concern regarding the installation of tents south of the Blue Line in
the occupied Shab’a Farms, near Bastrah, with individuals crossing from north of the
Blue Line to access the structure which the Secretary-General assesses constitutes a
violation of resolution 1701,

19.  Strongly urges the Government of Israel to expedite the withdrawal of its
army from northern Ghajar and the adjacent area north of the Blue Line without
further delay in coordination with UNIFIL, which has actively engaged Israel and
Lebanon to facilitate such a withdrawal;
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